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FRI ENDS of MORWELL NATI ONAL PARK 0 “&«
R M B. 1405 "
Junbuk via Yl NNAR 3869.

Novenber 11. 1987
Dear Fri ends,

Qur last gathering finished with a bang and had
us sheltering in the new information shelter out

of the rain finishing the |ast of our afternoon tea.
Again we were very |lucky and we had conpl eted our

wal ks involved in the Koala Survey before the

t hunder stormhit. Wth 17 adults and 7 children
attending we were able to cover four tracks with

few Koal as sighted. Koala statistics are as foll ows:

Sept '86 '87 Cct '86 Nov '87 Y

Fosters Gully. 6 6 6 3
North & East Boundary 4 6 - -
Stri ngybar k 4 5 1 3
West ern Boundary 1 no survey - no survey
Sout her n Boundary 3 - 3 -

.18 17 10 6
One question that may arise fromthe survey results is; if we have a

sust ai nabl e popul ati on where are the cubs? Only two cubs have been
sighted, one in Sept. !86 and one in Cct. '86. Are the females infertile
due to Cimdiaor is the general loss of habitat outside the park
reduci ng numbers by road kills, dogs etc? Something to ponder; al so what
can be done to inprove the situation? Al weird and wonderfu
suggestions are wel come. Thankyou to all who attended because without
your help the conmpiling of these statistics would be inpossible.

The departnent has offered to assist groups that are interested in
organi zing a Juni or Ranger Programwith literature and ideas on ganes
and activities. It was felt by those present that this was an
opportunity for the friends to publise ourselves and provide an
educational and fun programfor the conmunity. In a | ess personal way we
al so have the oppurtunity to contribute by assisting lan with his annual
di splay at the Yinnar South Fair on Sat. March 19th. Wth this date in
m nd we have tentativily set aside our April neeting date of April 10
for a Junior Ranger programat the Park. Mre details later, a few
peopl e have offered their assistance but any other ideas or talents
woul d be very nuch appreci at ed

The next nmeeting is our last for the year and it would be lovely to see
every one. W plan to follow up on the orchid survey and plant out sone
Bl ue Gumseedlings with a barbeque tea in the evening. The barbeque w ||
be an opportunity for us all to mx socially. Decenber is a very busy
time so if commtnents make it difficult to cone for the day it woul d be
great to have your conpany for one part or other. |If anyone has
i mpl enents capable of digging a small 10 - 13cm deep hole (al nost




anything) they will be helpful for the tree planting. Please bring your
own neat plus a salad and desert to share, billy tea will be available
as usual. O added interest would be photos taken on any of our group
outings during the year. Don't panic and stay hone if its wet, we wll
nove in and take over lan's shed. Looking forward to seeing you
DECEMBER 13t h, 1.30pmat the picnic ground. Please note the date, not
as printed in agenda sheet eariler this year

Wth space to spare | thought | would take this opportunity to fill you
inwith alittle of the history of the park. Some | am sure wll know
nost of the story but with so many new people and some living quite a
di stance away there May be a few interested. Mst national parks are
areas of Crown |land, but the |and that makes up Mrwell National Park

was originally private property, owned by the Quigley fanmly. In 1964
M. Ray Quigley asked the Morwell Shire Council about the possibility of
buyi ng his land and ensuring its preservation as a national park. The
significance of the area for flora and fauna had already been
established by the .Latrobe Valley Field Naturalists Club and the Bird
observers' Cub; the then National Parks Authority expressed interest;
and the governnent agreed to provide half of the purchase cost of the
land (138 hectares or 341 acres) ) if the Shire Council would provide
the other half. This arrangenent was agreed to, and the park was
declared in 1967, Since then two additional |lots of |and have been added
to the original piece. The first one in 1981, is the western area up as
far as Vaggs Track which was original owed by the AP.M. .An agreenent
bet ween the rel avant governnent departnments and the conpany saw a swap
of land that benefited both organi zations. The | atest purchase is from
the origi nal southern boundary through to Brewsters Road. M. Frank Pee

when establishing a newresidential subdivision reserved an area of
natural bush and offered it to the Department of Conservation Forests
and Lands for purchase. The option was taken up and the 9.3 hectares (23
acres) was added to the park area during this year. The total area of
the park at present is 293 hectares (724 acres) with all our hopes on an
expansion towards .Billy's Creek

For those that can count, they will have already worked out that the
Park cel ebrates its 21st birthday next year; how about a party?

W t hankyou for your support and if any information is required please
contact either Gail on 22 1478 or nyself on 22 2597

yours sincerl ey,

\

Yvonne Apl 1 n.




