F.OMN. P.,
F. O, Box 19,
CHURCHI LL. VIC. 3842.

21st Septenber, 1987.

Dear Fri ends,
What a great turn out for our Septenber neeting consider
the danp conditions, we really didn't expect too nany peopl®
to brave the elenents, so 17 Adults & 9 Children was a surpri¥§ing
attendance. After a brief talk over business matters we divi ded
up into four groups and headed off to do sone spotting.

In keeping with | ast years Septenber survey we stuck to the
t hrough the park, however there were not enough people to do tff
West ern boundary of the park, therefore we think we may drop t{h

area fromour future surveys. Koala statistics as follows:-
Sept 1986 Cct 1986 Sept 1987

Fosters Qully 6 6 6

Nt h & Eastern Bdy 4 - 6

Stri ngybar k 4 1 5

West ern Bdy 1 - no survey

Sout hern Bdy 3 3 -

TOTAL 18 10 17

Qur surveys now are starting to nmake sonme headway so our first aimwll
be to establish the viability of the Koal a popul ati on within the park
and then ultimately if the survey results indicate that the popul ation
is dwindling then the aimof our research will be to establish why and
how to renmedy the situation

Thankyou to all those who attended because w thout your help this
val uabl e i nformati on woul d not be possible.

Once our survey was conplete we had a very pleasant afternoon tea around
the fire which finished off the day on a high

A brief recap of the days business: -

Pl ease don't forget that the Third Biennial Friends of National Parks
Conference papers is available to anyone interested in reading them

As discussed it | ooks as though we will have to charge a menbership fee
in 1988 naturally we'll try and keep it to a mininum enough to cover
mai | i ng expenses and photo copying etc. plus the cost of incorporation
Those who pay their nmenbership fees will continue to receive the nonthly

newsletter. Also in an effort to vary our activities we will endeavour
to incorporate sone physical activities next year with perhaps renoving
pine trees and revegetating the area. Your ideas are needed in respect
to next years projects. Please think about it and give us your

suggesti ons.

Background i nformati on has been recieved fromthe C F. & L. Assistance
programgrant, so this will be investigated and applications forwarded
to the relevant departnent. Details in future newsletter

Now to our COctober 10th neeting. |'m pleased to say

hat we've had a great response to the French Island
visit, please note it is a Saturday instead of the usua
Sunday. For those coming please nmeet at the Morwell
Rai |l way Station at 7.30am sharp in order to pool cars.
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The programme is as follows: -

1. Drive to Stony Point to catch the ferry by 10am

2. Ferry to Tankerton, neet Al an Chandl er at approx. 10.20am
board bus.

3. Alan will drive us to Rangers Station where we will be given

a tal k by Ranger-in-charge M ck Dougl as.

4, Have lunch. B.Y.O everything, including afternoon tea. Packs
can be left on bus if needed.

5. After lunch we will be taken on a tour of the Island, if tine
allows we will visit - mangroves, salt nmarshes & nud flats see
wi | df | owers, Koal a habitat and wal k al ong M. Wellington Rd.
through rural bushland. Last but not |east see the excellent
views of the whole Island and Western Port from The Pinnacl es.

6. Catch the 5.10pmferry back to Stony Point.
7. 5.30pm head for hone, arrive Morwell approx. 8.00pm

It will be a long day but a rewarding one, so be prepared with lots to
eat & drink.

The cost per person is $15.00 adults $10.00 child over 5 years old, which
includes the ferry return trip and the bus on the Island. Petrol costs
wi || be approx. $5.00 per person.

You are nost welcone to bring along any other friends, so feel free to do
so. Looking forward to seeing you all there. For nore information please
contact Margaret Loughborough on 22 3127 or Gail Roche 22 1478.

Bye for now.

Yours sincerely,

Cr Roche

Gi | Roche.
CO- ORDI NATOR.




